
BEITENACTED bytheCape Breton Regional Council thatBylaw _____ Respecting Open Air
Burning ishereby enacted: 

CAPEBRETONREGIONALMUNICIPALITY
BYLAWNUMBERB _______  

RESPECTINGOPENAIRBURNING

Title
1.  ThisBylaw shall beknown asthe “Cape Breton Regional Municipality Burning Bylaw”.    

Definitions
2. InthisBylaw;  

a) “ FireChief means , for thepurposes ofthisBylaw, theCaptain orChief Officer of
firedepartment” or “firecompany”, orhisdesignate, inandfor thefireprotection

district oftheMunicipality inwhich thefire isproposed tobeignited;  

b) “ FireProtection District” means thatareaoftheMunicipality which afire
department orafirecompany serves and forwhich itisresponsible.    

c) “ Municipality” means Cape Breton Regional Municipality;  

d)  “ Permit” means aPermit forburning intheopen air issued bytheFireChief under
theauthority ofthisBylaw;  

e) “ Suitably Equipped” means being inpossession oftoolsorequipment, including
without limitation, brooms, rakes, back-tanks, shovels, hoses andanadequate
water supply, which maybeused tocontain and/orprevent thespread ofafire
ignited intheopenair;  

f)   “ Grate” means ametal racksupported onanon-combustible enclosure;  

g)   OpenAir” means notwithin abuilding; 



AreaofApplication

3. a) ThePermitting provisions ofthisBylaw shall apply tothose areasofthe
Municipality listed inSchedule “A”.  

b) Burning isprohibited intheareasoftheMunicipality listed inSchedule “B”.  

Prohibition

4.   ( 1)  Notwithstanding anyother provision ofthisBylaw, butsubject toSection 4 (3)   
and (4), noperson shall ignite afire intheopenair inanyareaoftheMunicipality
identified inSchedule “B” attached toand forming partofthisBylaw.  

2) Except ashereinafter provided, andwhile aPermit isinforce, noperson shall
light, ignite orstart toallow orcause tobelighted, ignited orstarted, afireofany
kindwhatsoever intheopen airwithout firsthaving obtained aPermit todoso
fromtheFireChief intheformsetoutatSchedule “C” attached toandforming
partofthisBylaw.  

3)  Nothing inthisBylaw shall prohibit themaking ofafirebyaperson travelling in
thewoods forthepurpose ofcooking orobtaining warmth orasadistress signal
ifthefire ismade inasuitable place andprecautions are taken against the
spreading ofthefire.  

4) ThisBylaw does notapply tofiresmade tocook food inbarbecues, grates, or
other cooking appliances.  

PermitApplication

5. ( 1) Anyperson whoproposes toignite afireshall make application totheFireChief
foraPermit.  

2) TheFireChief may issueaPermit where itisdetermined that theprovisions of
thisBylaw aremetand that theproposed burning doesnotposeahazard to
persons orproperty.   

3) Inmaking adetermination under subsection (2) theFireChief shall take into
consideration thefollowing:  

a) thenumber ofPermits issued onaparticular day;  

b) thevelocity ofthewind;  



c) thegeneral weather conditions prevalent;  
d) whether ornot theapplicant issuitably equipped toensure thefire is

maintained andunder control;  

e) theproposed manner andmethod ofburning;  

f) whether theapplicant ownsoristheoccupant oftheland uponwhich the
burning isintended tooccur, orhasthewritten consent, produced prior
totheissuance ofthePermit, oftheowner ofthelanduponwhich the
burning willoccur;  

g) whether theapplicant is19years ofageorolder andensures thatatleast
oneother person, of19yearsofageorgreater, suitably equipped to
control thefire, willbepresent while thefire isburning orsmouldering;   

h) anyother matter that theFireChief determines isrelevant tosafety.  

4) APermit issued under theauthority ofthisBylaw mayberevoked bytheFireChiefat
anytimewhere itisdetermined that theproposed burning will poseahazard topersons or
property;  

5) Where theFireChief determines that theproposed burning would beahazard tosafety or
where there isafailure tomeet therequirements oftheBylaw, theFireChief shall refuse
toissueaPermit.  

6) TheFireChief maydesignate the location where andhours during which applications for
Permits shall bereceived.    

7) TheFireChief mayspecify onthePermit thehours ofthedayand thenumber ofdays
during which thePermit shall bevalid, and insodoing, maydistinguish between Permits
issued forcommercial orother uses, butnoPermit shall beissued foraperiod exceeding
twoweeks.   

8)  a) ADomestic Permit maybeissued toalandowner, oranoccupant with the
landowners permission, toburnPermitted material onasingle lot.   

b) ADomestic Permit maybeissued toPermit burning ofblueberry fields
under twohectares.    

c) AnIndustrial/Commercial Permit shall berequired for:  
I) blueberry burning inexcess of2hectares
II) anyburning thatanindividual orcontractor hasbeenpaidtodo

d) Thefees forburning Permits shall be:  
Domestic NotDetermined



Industrial

e) Thefees forburning Permits willnotbeadded tothose already required
from theDepartment ofNatural Resources.  

9) Taking intorespect allother conditions, theissuing ofaPermit toburnatany timeof
year, during our frequent periods ofwetweather, mayapply.  i.e. grass, sticks,   
garden stumble, etc.  maybepiled andprotected byatarpuntil rainy weather.  

Restrictions

6. Thefollowing requirements shallapplyatalltimes tothemaking ofthefireforwhich a
Permit isissued:  

a)  theholder ofthePermit shall ensure that thePermit isavailable atthesceneofthe
fire;  

b)   noperson shallburn rubber tires, oil, plastic, petroleum products orother like
materials;  

c) allmaterial tobeburned shallbepiledandplaced atleast15metres fromother
combustible material;  

d) where twoormore piles tobeburned aresituate onasingle site, onlyonepile
maybeburned atatime;  

e) nofireshallbeignited when thewind isblowing offsufficient velocity such
thatitmay jeopardize thePermit holder’sability tocontrol thefire;  

f) theperson towhom aPermit isissued shall ensure that thefireisnotleft
unattended andthatallsmouldering embers arecompletely extinguished after
burning iscompleted;  

g) theperson towhom aPermit isissued shall ensure that themethod ofburning and
material burned isconsistent with theinformation provided totheFireChief
when thePermit was issued;  

h) thefiredepartment shallbenotified immediately ifthefireisorappears tobe
getting outofcontrol;  

i) noburning shall commence before 8:00amandfiresmustbeextinguished by
9:00p.m. ofthesame day;  



j) ThePermit Holder mayberequired topayallexpenses incurred incontrolling or
extinguishing anyfirewhich maygetbeyond control orbeindanger ofdoing so
orextend tolandsofothers.  

Penalty

7. ( 1) Anyperson whomakes, lights, ignites, orstartsorallows orcauses afiretobe
lighted , ignited orstarted intheopenairwithout aPermit shallbeliable toa
penalty onconviction ofnot lessthanOneHundred Dollars ( $100) andnotmore
thanFiveThousand Dollars ( $5000) orindefault ofpayment, toimprisonment
foraperiod notexceeding thirty (30) days;  

2) Anyperson towhom aPermit hasbeen issued whofails tocomply withany
provision ofthisBylaw oranyPermit issued hereunder oranycondition ofsuch
aPermit shallbeliable toapenalty onconviction ofnot lessthanOneHundred
Dollars ($100) andnotmore thanFiveThousand Dollars ($5000) orindefault of
payment, toimprisonment foraperiod notexceeding thirty (30) days.  

ComplianceWithOtherActs

8. Nothing inthisBylaw serves toexempt anyperson fromobtaining anylicense,   
permission, Permit, authority orapproval required byanyotherBylaw orregulation
oftheMunicipality oranystatute orregulation oftheProvince ofNova Scotia.  

PreviousBylawsRepealed

9. AllBurning Bylaws orsimilar Bylaws adopted bytheformer municipalities ofCape
Breton County toregulate andprohibit openairburning arehereby repealed andthe
provisions ofthisBylaw substituted therefore.    



PASSED AND ADOPTED byamajority ofthewhole Council atadulycalled meeting ofthe
thCape Breton Regional Municipal Council heldonMay18, 1999.  

MAYOR CLERK

THIS ISTOCERTIFY that theattached isatrueandcorrect copyoftheBurning Bylaw ofthe
thCape Breton Regional Municipality adopted byCouncil during ameeting heldonMay18, 1999.  

BERNIE WHITE, CLERK

PUBLICATIONDATE: May28, 1999



SCHEDULE “A”  

Burning intheopenair isPermitted inthefollowing areas oftheMunicipality asdefined on (dateof
Bylaw):  

Albert Bridge Grand LakeRoad
Bateston Howie Centre
BigPond Marion Bridge
Birch Grove MiraRoad
Boisdale NewVictoria
Christmas Island Northside EastBay
Coxheath PortMorien
Donkin Reserve Mines
EastBay Scotchtown
Florence South Bar
Frenchvale Southside Boularderie
Gabarus Sydney River
George’sRiver Tower Road

Westmount



SCHEDULE “B”  

Burning intheopenairisprohibited inthefollowing areasoftheMunicipality asdefined on ( dateof
Bylaw):  

Dominion NewWaterford
Glace Bay North Sydney
Louisbourg Sydney

Sydney Mines



SCHEDULE “C”  

CAPEBRETONREGIONALMUNICIPALITY
PERMITTOBURN

Issued to:   Telephone Date

Address Community

Civic Address ofburn site Valid from Expires

DESCRIPTION OFPROPOSED BURNING

Asholder ofthisPermit, I Iamaware thatanadditional Iunderstand andagree to
assume all responsibility for Permit mayberequired to Comply with the terms and
Complaints ordamage resulting Forest Act. Conditions oftheBylaw andofComply with the
fromtheburning authorized by thisPermit.  
thisPermit.  

Signature ofPermit holder Date

Pursuant toCape Breton Regional Municipality Burning Bylaw, permission ishereby granted tothe
above named toburn material atthesiteandduring thetime period specified, subject totheconditions
setforth intheBylaw and thisPermit. ( See Reverse)  

ThisPermit mayberevoked atany time.  

Signature ofFireChief of Date
Designated Issuing Officer

FeeCollected Mailed toPrevention Customer Service Centers
xxx-xx-x-x---xxxx3700



1. Indetermining whether ornottoissue aPermit, theFireChief shall take intoconsideration the
following:  

a) thenumber ofPermits issued onaparticular day;  

b) thevelocity ofthewind;  

c) thegeneral weather conditions prevalent;  

d) whether ornottheapplicant issuitable equipped toensure thefireis
maintained under control;  

e) theproposed manner andmethod ofburning

f) whether theapplicant ownsoristheoccupant ofthe landupon which the
burning isintended tooccur, orhasthewritten consent, produced prior tothe
issuance ofthePermit, oftheowner ofthe landuponwhich theburning will
occur;  

g) whether theapplicant is19yearsofageorolder andensures thatatleast one
other person, of19yearsofageorgreater, suitable equipped tocontrol the
fire, willbepresent while thefireisburning orsmouldering;  

h) anyother matter that theFireChief determines isrelevant tosafety.  

2. The following requirements shall applyatalltimes tothemaking ofthefire forwhich aPermit
isissued:  

a) theholder ofthePermit shall ensure that thePermit isavailable atthescene ofthefire;  

b) noperson shallburn rubber tires, oil, plastic, petroleum products orother likematerials

c) allmaterial tobeburned shallbepiledandplaced atleast15metres from other combustible
material;  

d) where twoormore piles tobeburned aresituate onasingle site, only onepilemay beburned
atatime;  

e) nofireshallbeignited when thewind isblowing ofsufficient velocity such that itmayputat
riskthePermit holder’sability tocontrol thefire;  




